Vasa Vasorum and the Growing of Thrombosed Giant Aneurysm of the Vertebral Artery: A Case Report.
Giant aneurysms arising from the vertebral artery (VA) are often associated with thrombosis and present as mass lesions with slow progression of symptoms and signs. A consensus is still to be established on the underlying growth mechanisms and surgical management of thrombosed giant aneurysms of the VA. Here, we report the case of a 54-year-old man who sought neurosurgical care after 3 months of progressive cervical axial pain. He underwent cervical magnetic resonance imaging and cerebral angiography, which revealed a giant VA aneurysm with thrombosed component. After failure of proximal and distal endovascular treatment, it was decided to adopt a surgical approach, which revealed a markedly developed vasa vasorum in the aneurysmal walls, raising the possibility of intra-aneurysmal nutrition from vasa vasorum. The patient recovered progressively and almost completely after surgery. Another report described the case of a 58-year-old woman harboring a partially thrombosed giant aneurysm of the VA. At the time of resection, a marked development of vasa vasorum on the occluded VA and the neck of the aneurysm was noted. We highlight the need to comprehend vasa vasorum as potential sources for aneurysmal growth.